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Upcoming Events.  

21-24 April  

Technology College Celebration 

Week—Thurs 24th 7.30 event 
22nd April  Year 7 Consultation Eve 

    5-8.30pm 

1st May  Year 10 Battlefields Trip 

    departs 

1st May  Junior Maths Challenge 

4th May  Year 10 Battlefields Trip 

    returns 

6th-9th May  Year 9 SATs 

15th May  Year 8 Consultation Eve 

    5-8.30pm 

16th May  PTA Ladies Pamper Eve 

17th  PTA Beer Tasting 

20th May  Lake District Parents’ 7pm           

2007-2008 Term Dates 
Summer Term 

8 April - 18th July 12 noon 

Half Term:  26th May - 30th  May 

Headlines 
Hats off to the PTA 
I attended the Parents Teachers Association AGM 

this week and  I want to share with all parents the 

importance of their selfless work for the school.  

First the PTA raises vital extra funds for the school, 

more than £15,000 this year .  Among other  

enhancements to the school this helped us turn our main hall into a 

brilliant venue with a great multimedia projection system.  Secondly 

the work of the PTA helps us maintain a lively profile in the local 

community with the regular public events.  Local parents can pick up 

all sorts of volatile  perceptions of schools from hearsay and gossip so 

these events help provide evidence of the good school we are.  Finally 

the PTA is an excellent way for parents to meet new people and  get 

involved in events that are interesting and fun.  We have a lot of these 

events coming up—the ladies pamper  night, the beer  tasting with 

internationally recognised  expert, Roger Protz,  a golf day, a fun run 

and the Summer Ball.  We did have an interesting discussion about the 

relative ‘profitability’ of the different events we organise particularly 

taking into account  the energy and resources mobilised.  Our 200 club 

is one way we raise a regular income without a huge effort (leaving 

aside our organiser!) from parents.  Just contact the school and sign up.  

This year our Summer Ball has a medieval theme and I hope we can all 

rally round to ensure our considerable investment in it pays off.   
 

Keeping your Child Safe -An Alcohol Awareness evening  
Following a countywide campaign involving confiscation of alcohol 

from young people, Hertfordshire Police are inviting you to an 

information evening. Parents may be 

unaware that 80% of youngsters obtain their 

alcohol from home. Alcohol abuse amongst 

the young can cause a variety of serious 

long term health and safety issues. The 

session will run from 7.00pm-8.30pm in 

The Hall at Sandringham School on 

Thursday, 24th April. Please let Jo Maher 

know if you will be attending.  01727 

855134 or 07939 111152.  
www.hertsextendedschools.org.uk/nestalbans 

 

Finally... 
• The GCSE season started for real this week  as boys doing the PE  

course did their practical exercises in front of the external 

moderators who this year were also being moderated by their 

quality control inspectors. I saw some of the Rugby skills 

exercises that were of a very high standard. 

• Can I remind all parents that students are not allowed to wear any 

jewellery or other objects in body piercings.   

• Don’t forget Specialist College celebration  Thurs 24th 7.30. 

• At the time of going to press, we have no plans to close the 

school due to industrial action next Thursday. 

Mr. D. Kellaway 

 

Year 11!......... 
 

You only have 17 

school days until the 

date of your first 

GCSE exam on 15th 

May.   

Verulam Parents & Teachers 

Cricket Team 

WE NEED YOU ! 

         
We play 20-20 matches 

during May, June & 

July usually in Verulamium Park.  

 These are friendly and social cricket 

events played against parents from 

other schools.    

You don’t have to be a Freddy 

Flintoff to join in and enjoy (but it 

would be great if you were!).  If you 

are at all interested or even curious, 

please call Ian Byrne : (01727) 

764902  or 07917050439  
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100% focus. A thrilling final where we came from be-

hind to be leading 2-1 with minutes to go optimised the 

boys character and determination and represented the 

school in a very positive light. Unfortunately, with the 

very last kick of the game in added time (some would 

say too much added time) Nicky B equalised and the cup 

was shared. The under 13s played their final a day later 

and after securing the county cup and reaching the quar-

ter finals of the regional national cup went into the game 

favourites. What pleased us as a department was the in-

clusion during the district cup run of many B team play-

ers who had impressed on Saturday fixtures proving once 

again the strength in depth and superb attitude of this 

particular year group. We won 7-0 with outstanding per-

formances and contributions from the whole squad. 

Although no silverware was achieved by other year 

groups the year 7s captained by Luke Ferdinand only lost 

1 game all season, a frustrating game against Nicholas 

Breakspear ended their cup charge: however next season 

we will look to push on and win the cup. Year 9 had a 

fantastic run up to the semi final where they met their 

bogey team in Marlborough (who they beat last season ) 

and lost.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Although disappointed I am sure the boys will win that 

cup at some stage in the near future. 

The under 15s season was a mixed one. After taking a 2-

0 lead in both County and District cups they unfortu-

nately, due to concentration, let games slip. The perform-

ance of the team at times is fantastic, however if they are 

to win more silverware they need to focus at all times 

and work hard for each other. 

The Senior football team ended the season in style by 

beating the staff XI in the Mills Match and after a superb 

performance in the National and County cups were ex-

pected to go on and win the district trophy. One bad per-

formance all season cost the boys as they went down to 

local rivals Sandringham, however this could not cloud a 

very positive season. Good luck to all the Seniors in fur-

thering their football in the future. 

I would just like to thank all the boys and staff for help-

ing out on Saturday and all parents for supporting the 

boys and getting them to fixtures early in the mornings! 

Here’s to next season and more success and pushing of 

the Verulam FC reputation    Mr Lewis 

Year 9 Boys Engineer Success 
 

Congratulations to Joseph Ashley, Joel Dean, Nicholas 

Gachowicz, Angus Keeley, Charlie Williams, and 

Oliver Wren. These six Year 9 boys have won a major 

prize after 

completing a 

project to 

design a 

method of 

conserving 

water on our 

school site.  

Meeting after 

school over a 

twelve week 

period, they 

undertook extensive research into topics such as 

rainfall, water collection methods and heat exchange 

technologies.  Studying the school’s water bills and 

talking to the site manager led them to design an 

innovative system to collect water from the canteen 

roof and heat it using heat exchange from waste hot air 

from a boiler outlet.  The boys found this a very 

challenging task, but were grateful to receive 

tremendous support and encouragement from a 

Company Mentor, Rebecca Wallace, from Faber 

Maunsell.  Finally, on March 19th they presented their 

work at the Go4SET Celebration and Assessment Day.  

The judges were very impressed with their 41-page 

project report, their display stand, powerpoint 

presentation and detailed model (thank you, Miss Hay 

in the Technology Department!).  The highlight was 

the five-minute presentation in which every team 

member described one aspect of the project.  The boys 

dealt confidently with further questions from the 

judges and were able to articulate clearly how they had 

developed their teamwork during the project.  A 

nervous wait ensued until the judges announced that 

Verulam had won the prize for Best Team-Working.  

As a result the school will receive £250 towards 

further projects to encourage science, engineering and 

technology activities.    Sara Harnett 

Football Report 
 

A successful football season ended with two year 

groups winning silverware at the district cup finals 

held at Woolams. The under 16s would be the first to 

admit that not winning anything through the lower 

school with the talent they possess was a disappoint-

ment. However it has been noticeable from the first 

round game against Townsend, right through to the 

final against Nicholas Breakspear that this bunch of 

boys have put in 100% effort and more importantly 


